HRSA's strategies to combat family violence.
This paper discusses the efforts of the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) to work with a broad constituency to combat and ultimately prevent family violence. In partnership with states and communities, HRSA implements programs to strengthen health care infrastructure, support direct community-based service delivery, and educate health care providers. Soliciting and incorporating community input are critical steps in designing innovative training approaches to deal with pressing health concerns, such as the efforts of family violence in a community. This type of collaboration is evident in HRSA's programs such as the Area Health Education Centers, the Geriatric Education Centers, and the AIDS Education and Training Centers. Health care delivery systems and special health interventions must respond to the far-reaching effects of family violence. HRSA is devising a comprehensive strategy to guide program development in violence intervention. This strategy would build on successful models of education, prevention, and service delivery, as well as identification of critical areas for collaboration between community activists, researchers, epidemiologists, health care providers, policymakers, academicians, survivors, philanthropists, representatives from state and local government, and the faith community.